The Joy of Not Choosing
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John Cage tried to create music without choosing sounds,
without having preferences. He wanted everything to be the
chance operation of the universe, so he would flip a coin. He
took four years to compose a five-minute piece because every-
thing had to be decided by chance rather than by intention.
There are times when I have done a similar practice, turning
toward whatever comes along. It has always been more inter-
tsting than when I follow my own preferences.
| ‘flf I'have the opportunity to continue working,” Cage savs
" Consersing wigh Cage, “I think the work will resemble more and
E:;;:f; the Wo'rk ofa person, but somcthin,g that might ha\'c;
Month | C\./en if the person weren't there.” He would spen

> 10ssing coins and working with the [ Ching to create
elieved “the highest discipline is the discipline of
» absolutely

dSCOre_]ie l

C€ Opeypas: |
Noth; Perations, because chance operations have
Ne¢ . | | o
Ciplin jto do with one’s likes or dislikes. The personis being dis
e s S - y e y
trop, ' 10U the work.” The person is being disciplined away
~“80’s hab i indamental change
IV abitual attitudes toward a fundament

RN I R e



1y r(‘ading where lﬂany b-m--
a POttt Cair. Only one
1 in the air. Yy one p

rel A )6
g onee on We b

, Nt 1rous :

Jovsky went through hi
(o5, It Was not especially intere,

> NOLD: ) . ) »

sOM¢ . o of his mind. But after the

led, just @ prece |

cdy

10 pOCt tlllS p

¢ of attending
ext fragments drawn from Thoreg

reac
orson remembered.
a lecture by John Cage,

) '(‘Cﬂ]
: hc 0l
Hvde write

T AT
LCWIS
age Oft

which was @ coll
he Wall Street ]ournal, -
bled and ordered through a series of chance operations.

Finding it rather uninteresting, Hyde left early, but as he

i & :
walked awav he found himself unable to forget the experience.
He heard more clearly the sounds of a city: honking of horns,

passing traffic, fragments of conversation by passersby and

older lectures of his own, assen;.
Fmerson. t

from car radios. His attention was attuned by the randomness

and chance selection and the not trying to impress. He noticed
that had made 3 big impression.

CPpr . . .
Ty th‘SY(Jursdves “Ife] 12 clease and an Increase in hearing
B - elt )ik .
the joy of lctting the ¢ this incy eased ability to hear was

world i » Wrote Hyde,




