13, Chen’s Mountain Flowers
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~N | HEN WAS 2 laywoman who traveled far and wide, visiting

famous masters. After she realized enlightenment, she com-

Up on the high slopes, I see only old woodcutters.
Everyone has the spirit of the knife and the axe.
How can they see the mountain flowers

reflected in the water—glorious, red?

JoaNNA Macy’s REFLECTION

Laywoman Chen has seen a lot of the world in her journeys from one
spiritual master to another. She has kept her eyes open. She’s noticed
what's going on. Even up on the high slopes, where the trees grow
sparse and vegetation thins out, she sees what people are up to, busily
hacking away at anything that can serve as fuel.

The old woodcutters are only doing what's been done for genera-
tions, taking from Earth whatever can be used. They’ve grown so accus-
tomed to sawing and chopping, it's how they define themselves and
their purpose for existence. Their tools—knife and axe—shape their
Perceptions, direct their movements, become, in a sense, who they are.

Iove how Chen observes this. I am moved that her quest for.
nlightenment has not closed her eyes to what is being done in and
© the wor kaday world. It still summons her attention, even after she

finally realizes enlightenment.
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How different is Chen's response. Instead of staying riveted on what
the woodcutters are doing, her mind turns to what they are missing The
ountain flowers are right there in full view. The blossoms are real and
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