o punnika and the Brahman’s Purification

a, SIXTH CENTURY BCE
INDIA :

;\;aa again bringing water from the river when she saw the Brahman
Udakasuddhika taking a ritual bath. She said to him, “I must come
Jdown to the river even on cold days like today because I am a water
carrier and a slave. But why do you come to the river, even when it
makes you shiver with the cold? What are you afraid of?”

“Vou know the laws of karma,” he said. “I am washing away my

past evil acts.”
“Who told you that would work?” she asked. “If this were true, frogs,

turtles, and water snakes would all go to heaven. And evildoers like

pork butchers, thieves, and executioners could all be cleansed with a

bath. Besides, doesn’t water wash away your merit too? It would be
better to avoid doing evil in the first place. So spare yourself from this
freezing water and go home.”

The Brahman saw the truth of her words and tried to give her his robe
in gratitude, but she refused. Instead she suggested that he should take
refuge in the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha, and train in the precepts.
He took refuge, and said to her, “Your words have washed me clean.”
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